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THE   COIMCIL  MOVES  AHEjOD  ** 

The  Broadcasters  Victory  Council   covered  more  iinportant   ground  in   several 
directions  during  the  past  week.     We  offer  no  preamble   about   the  work  that' s 
been  done.      This  newsletter   aims  to   conserve  your  time  and  yet   give  you  the 
straight  goods  about  prospects  and  problems  that  beset  the  radio  industry. 

We   think,    for   example,    you  should  know  that  the  NAB  Code   Committee  met 
last  Friday   (February  6)    and  invited  the  "BVC  to  be  present.      Chairman  John 
Shepard,   3rd,    attended  for  the  Co-uncil,     Out  of  it  all   came  a  vote  by  the 
Code   Committee   to   adopt   those  news  broadcast   suggestions   drafted  by  the  BVC 
-  a  copy  of  them  went  to  you  last  week  with  Newsletter  #1  -  and  to  add  a  few 
imoortant  recommendations  of  its  own.      So  as  to  keep  your  files  in  apple-pie 
order,  we're  including  those  added  recommendations  and  you  can  clip  them  to 
the   first  batch. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  BVC  ideas  were   approved,    and  the  earnestness 
of  the  NAB  Code   Committee   in  the  matter,    are  good  omens.      There  has  been  a 
danger,    of  course,    that   the   radio   industry  might   fall   all   over   its  feet  like 
a  well-meaning  St,    Bernard  puppy  and  come  up  with  a  fistful   of  different 
standards,    recommendations,    codes  and  regulations  that  would  serve  to  do  lit- 
tle more  than  confuse  and  exhaust  everyone. 

THOSE  NEWSCASTS  AGAIN  ** 

Two  interesting  possibilities  arose  during  the  NA3-BVC  session.     One  of 
them  postulates  the  elimination  of  any  middle   commercial   in  five-minute  news- 
casts.     The   second  presents   a  move   to    shear  the   amount  of  commercial   copy 
used  in  newscasts   to   an  appreciable  percentage  less  than  the  present  NAB  code 
tolerates.      This  code,    you'll   find,    calls  for  less  co-ny  on  a  five  or   ten- 
minute  news  broadcast    than  on  regular  non-news   shows. 

Before   giving  too  much  valuable  time   to   this  aspect  of  newscasting,    how- 
ever,   it  may  be  a  good  idea  to   find  out  ^^hether  we're  b.arking  up  the  wrong 
sycamore.      There's  a  chance   that   tiiis  business  is  already  well    in  hand,    and 
it  was  proposed  that   a  test  poll  be  made  of,    say,    150   to   200   stations  to 
determine  how   the   commercial    treatment  of  news  runs.      The   Council  urges  all 
stations  receiving  a  questionnaire  on  this   subject   from  the  NAB  to   fill    same 
out  and  return  with  alacrity. 

YOU  HAY  HAVE  MORE   TO  FAY  ** 

Many  broadcasters   recall   the   special   tax  bill    that   loomed  on   the  legis- 
lative horizon  last  year.      That,   of  course,    is  polite  londer statement.      If  it's 
a  matter  of   taxes,    everybody  remembers.     Well,    the  proposition's  coming  to 


-    2  - 

bat  again,    according  to  what   the  Cotincil  hears,    (it  isn't  the  frfuichise  tr>x, 
either,.    That  ^as   something  else  again.     This'll  be  a.  good,   lusty  tax  leveled 
on  the  business  you  do.) 

Strar/s  in  the  prevailing  pind  hint   that   the  new  broadcasting  tax  bill 
probably  will   follow   the   sane  blueprint   as  its  predecessor,   but  with  more 
exemutions.     We  can't  give  you  any  definite  odds,   but  maybe  there  won't  be  a 
tax  on  the  first  $100,000  of  annual  business.      The  total   amount  of  money  to 
be  gained  by  the  bill   from  the  broadcasting  industry  -  we  hasten  to  add  -  will 
not  be  far  from  the  go?d   asrired  after  last  year. 

The  thing's   still   simmering  on  the  fire,    and  the  Council  plans  to  look 
closely  at  the  matter  during  its  next  meeting.     You'll  be  hearing  more,   wo 
think, 

THIS  IS  HOT  THE  Tim  ** 

Every  now  ond  then   something  cones   along  which,    in  itself,   is  commendable 
and  good  nnd  aimed  at  bettering  the  public   service   standards  of  radio.      In 
normal  times,    such  things  shoiold  have  an  enthusiastic  green  light.     But  these 
aren't  normal  times.      To  whip  up  a  non-radio  analogy,   let's  consider   ski 
trains.      They  offer  the  gener.al  public  interludes  of  heidth,    relaxation, 
entertainment.     And  yet  if  their  schedules  clog  up  a  main  line   track  which 
should  be  o-oen  for  the  movement  of  fast  freight  with  defense  machinery  and 
airplpjie  engines,    if  they  impede  the  operation  of  troop  trains,    then  the  non- 
essential   ski    excursions  must  be  detoured  or  halted.      Everything  today  is 
graded  in  px'oportion  to   its  importance  in  the   scale  of  national  war  effort. 

That's  why  the  Broadcasters  Victory  Council  looks  askance  at  a  project 
-   sincere  and  commendable  though  it  nay  be  -   to  establish  a  "permanent  re« 
search  agency  for  the  improvement  of  children's  radio  programs."     The  BVC 
Chairman  attended  a  meeting  on  Monday  (February  9),    called  to  weigh  the  merits 
of  such  an  enterprise. 

The  research  pmd  survey  agency,   briefly,   wo-'XLd  seek  to  raise   the   standards 
of  present  dry  children's  broadcasts,    developing  those  standards,    co-ordinat- 
ing advertising  agencies  and  broadcasters,    probing  listening  habits   and 
Juvenile  preferences,    and  investigating  public  complaints.     A  budget  of 
$65,000  for  the  first  year  would  be   sought,  pro- rated  on  a  percentage  of  the 
annual  gross  billing  derived  by  each  station  from  children's  -orograms, 

THERE  AHE  OTHER  THIITOS  TO  WOR^Y  ABOUT  ** 

The  BVC   strongly  feels   that    such  an   activity  must   today  be  classed  as 
non-essential   in  view  of  the   sharr)er  swords  of  Damocles  hanging  over  broad- 
casting's  head.      It   is  believed  that  only  a  few   stations   could  afford  to 
devote  time   to   the  rebuilding  of  children's  shows  under  present  conditions. 
We  are  in  a  war,    even  though   the  co-untry  finds  it  hard  to   assimilate  this 
fact,    and  a  war  that  will  make  children's   thrillers  look  like  watery  pink  tea. 
Stations  are   toda^y'-  o-oerating  with  de-oleted  and  less   skillful  personnel;    their 
co-operation  with  Army,   Navy,   Marines,    Treasury  Department   and  the  battalion 
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of  lettered  government  ai^encies  constitutes  a  patriotic  load  that  few  out- 
siders realize  or  appreciate.  It  must  go  on,  increasingly  so,  and  we  must 
have   the   track  clear. 

The  BVC  does  not  imply  hy  this  that   all   the   ppod  work  hitherto   done  in 
boosting  standnj.'ds  of  children's  programs   shoul.d  be  tossed  carelessly  over 
the  cliff.     There  has  been  a  steady.''  improvement  in  the  caliber  of  such  shows. 
We   suggest,    as  a  matter  of  fact,    that  program  directors  interested  in  the 
problems  involved  should  scan  a  now  booklet,    soon  to  be   sent  all   stations  by 
the  Pederrl  Radio  Education  Committee.      It's  called  "Criteria  for  Children's 
Radio  Prograrjs,"     Extra  copies  for  distribution  to  writers  of  juvenile   shows 
,may  be  had  by  addressing  Frs.    Gertrude  G.   Broderick  of  the  FREC,   Department 
of  Education,   Washington,    D. C. 

Incidentally,    the  U.    S,    Commissioner  of  Education,    Dr.    John  W.    Studebpker, 
has  been  appointed  to  nominate  a  committee  which  can  seriously  study  this  re- 
search project.     Practical  broadcasters  will  undoubtedly  be  included  in  this 
group  when  named. 

KEEP  LIGHTS  ON  THE  TOWER  BURITIHG  *  * 

If  you've  been  planning  tTo  black  out  :/our  antenna  towers  during  any  local 
air  raid  drills  -  don'tJ     l!ost   stations  understand  this.      Tower  lights   should 
not  be  doused  except  on   specific  orders  from  the  Army  Interceptor  Comm^jid.     The 
order  will  com.e  from  the  designated  key  stations  in  your  territory  if  it 
develops  that  a  raid  is  the  real  thing. 

Because  of  possible  misunderstanding  or  -undue   excitement,   the  Council  wants 
to  call   attention  to  the  fact   that  the  order  for  blacking  out  antenna  towers 
may  originate    some   time  after    stations  hnve  bec-n  ordered  off   the  air   through 
local  key  transmitters.      The  appointed  key  stations,    as  you  know,    are  likely 
to  come  back  on  the  air  at  certain  intervals  with  further  orders,    and  you  are 
required  to  keep  tuned  to  them  at  all    times. 

In  some  cases,   where  the   transmitting  tO'7er  is  located  in  a  large  city 
and  sui-rounded  'oy  buildings  of  equal  or   greater  height,    the   Civil  Aeronautics 
Administration  feels  you  should  turn  off  the   lights  during  test  black-outs, 
and  that  by  so   doing  you  don't  run  the  risk  of  impaling  a  DC-3  transport   in 
the  darkness.     Before  assuming  any  policy  about   this,   horrever,   you  should 
check  with  the  nearest  office  of  the  CAA  for  definite  permission, 

THANK  YOU  DEPT.    ** 

The  Broadcasters  Victory  Council  -  as  we   told  you  last  week  -  operates 
with  a  volunteer  personnel.      For  yo-'jr  information,   we  acknowledge   the   follow- 
ing obligations:-   to    the  NAB  for  the  use  of  its  extensive  mailing  list;    to 
Broadcasting  Magazine  for   the  assistance  of  its  capable  mailing  department; 
to  ECC  Attorney  Paxil   D,  P.    Spearman  for   the  use  of  his  library  and  other 
facilities;    to   The  Yankee  Network  for  the   full-time   services  of  Chairman 
John  Shepard,    3rd;    to  Edward  Petry  &.  Company  for  the   services  of  Miss  Elsbeth 
Ruppe'    as  assistant  to  Mr,    Shepfird;    and  to  EM  Broadcasters,   Inc.,    for   the  work 
of  Dick  Dorrance  who  pens  these  newsletters. 
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MORE  EITGIEEERS  -  AI^D  SOON  ** 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  conscientious  work  done  by  the  NAB  toward  the 
widespread  establishment  of  training  courses  that   can  turn  out  more  radio 
technicians  -  a  commodity  growin,?  scarce  as  rubber  tires  in  this  war-riddled 
world,    thanks  to   the  inroads  on  civilian  radio  by  military  needs. 

It  will   come   as  good  news  to  learn  that   the  3VC  last  week  urged  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  Labor  and  IndustriaD.  Advisory  Committees  of  the  Defense  Communi- 
cations Board  that   everything  possible  be   done   to   expedite   an  expanded  training 
program. 

A  recent  r-omor,   by  the  way,   hints  that  the  FCC  requirements  for  broadcast 
engineer  licenses  may  be   temToorarily  slackened  because  of   the   situation. 

RE;    THE  COl'O-il  TTSE  ON  WAR  II^Om;ATICN  ** 

Last  week  -   in  some  mysterious  'lay  -  the  name  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War  came  out  as   "James  !Dumm"   instead  of  James  C.    Dunn  in  about  half  of  the 
BVC  newsletters.      That,    alas,   ^7as  a  mistake,    known  in  the   trade  as  a  "typo". 
This  newsletter,    you  see,   was  issued  in   two  printings,    much  as  the   first 
edition  of  the  New  York   Sun   (circa  April  10,    1833).      Collectors  of  Middle 
Americana-    'long  about   the  year   3000  -   CP'.n  be   guided  accordingly. 

Mr,    Dunn  is   a  member  of  the  new  Committee  on  War  Information,    and  it 
seems  that   in  addition  to   the  14  worthies  we  listed  last  week  as  members 
thereof,    the  group  now  has   added  Abe  ?eller,    Allen  Grover  and  Keith  Kane,    all 
from  the  Office  of  Facts  c-and  Figures. 

Adding  further  potency  to   the  Committee,   henceforth  one  Donald  Nelson 
who  -   did  you  know?  -  heads  the  War  Production  Board,    and  Milo  Perkins,    direc- 
tor of  the  Economic  Warfare  Board,   will    sit  with  this  assemblage  v/henever 
matters  come  up  that  directly  -pertain  to   their  spheres  of  activity.     Which 
should  be  plenty  often. 

^;ORE  ABOUT  THOSE  I'lEI'I-ON- THE- STREET  ** 

We   told  you  last  week  of  a  pro-oosal,    introduced  by  Hulbert  Taft,   Jr., 
WKRC,    to  permit  m.an-on-the- street  broadcasts,    actually  on  the   street  with 
horns  blov.-ing  and  other   traffic  noise,   "oroviding  the  interviews  had  been  care- 
fully pre-pl^rined  and  guarded.      We   said  the  matter  had  been  taken  under  ad- 
visement.     Mr,   Ryan,    however,   has  asked  I'^r.    Taft   to  mark   down  all  his  protec- 
tion ideas  in  black-and-white,    organized  in   the  form  of  a  request.      The  reason 
for  this  is  not   that    the  Office  of  Censorship  wants  to    slice  hairs  or  be   dif- 
ficult.     There  are  multitudinous  borderline  cases.      Interview  programs  are 
widely  different  -   time   even  was  when  production  men   sat  up   all  night  trying 
to  hatch  out  ways  of  making  them  dif-^erenti      The   Censorship  Office  can't  give 
a  blan]<:et   answer  until   it  views   the  whole  picture,    but  when  that  happens  it 
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A  final  thought  -  the  BVC  understands  that  interviews  from  hall  -carks 
will  he  orthodox  if  the  mike  goes  only  to  seated  persons.  3ut  -  as  in  all 
interview   shows  -  you  must    shun  mike-chasers  like   thej'  had  bubonic  plague. 

ADVICE  FROM  ia«   PHICE  ** 

Recently  there  i^as   a  talk,    and  a  highly  significant   talk   it  was,    made  by 
Byron  price,    Director  of  Censorshiio,   over   the  NBC  lines  to   executives  of  WBC 
affiliated   stations*      It  was  felt,   however,    that   this  address  contained  much 
of  universal  importance  and  therefore  the  Office  of  Censorship  has  prepared 
transcripts,    sent  out   to   all  broadcast   stations. 

The  conference  wire   talk  was  intended  to   ans^-^er  certain  inquiries  that 
had  arisen  in  connection  with  varied  applications  of  the  Wartime  Practices 
Code  for  American  Broadcasters. 

Stations  which  have  not  yet   studied  this   talk  may  receive  copies  by 
notifying  Harold  Ryan,    a.ssistant  Director  of  Censorship  in  charge  of  broad- 
casting,   at   the  Office  of  Censorship,  T7ashington,    D.  C. 

GOD  HELPS  THSH  THAT  HELP  THS?^SSL\^S  ** 

In  winding  up  the  BVC  newsletter  for   this  neek,   it  might  be  well    to  note 
that  letters  have  gone  out  to  all   stations  asking  for  t^^neible   support  of  the 
Council's  liaison  work  on  behalf  of  the  broadcasting  industry.      It  is  not 
only  well,   but  imperative,    to   add  that   the  broadcasting  industry  must   stick 
together  -  in  policy,    in  good  taste,    in   self-discipline,    and  in  a  realiza- 
tion that  it  now  bears  a  greater,    more   fund.Tjnental   burden  of  public   service 
than  ever  before. 

The   Council   is  here   in  the  Nation's   Capital    to  help  you  chart  your 
course.      In  return,    it  asks  only  your  support   and  your  faith  in  its  work. 
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ADDITIONAL   SUGGESTIONS  FOR  BROADCAST  OF  NFWS 


1.  Network  or   stations   should  reserve   to   itself  the   riight  on  any- 
appropriate  occasion  to   refuse   a  middle   cominercial,    or   to   insist  upon 
its   coming  later  in  the  program,    when  its  use  earlier  interrupts  a  con- 
tinuing description  of  a  single   situation.      For  exanrple,    if  ten  minutes 
of  a  fifteen  minute  news  broadcast  were  devoted  to   the  Roberts  Report, 
the  news  of  that  report   should  not   be   interrupted  by  a  commercial..      Simi- 
larly,   should  some  transcendental    situation  take  up   the   entire  news,    the 
sponsor's  middle  message    should  not   be  permitted   at    al.l» 

2.  Sponsorship  of  individual    and   sporadic  news  bulletins  which 
results  in   single  news  items  or  two  or  three  brief  news  items  reaching 
the  audience  under  commercial    sponsorshiio   should  not  be  permitted. 

Such  as  -    STDonsorship  of  a  news  bulletin   in  a   station  break 
announcement. 

3.  Any  changes  in  present   standard  news  broadcasting  practices  re- 
quired in  order   to   institute  the   foregoing   stand-ards    should  be  made 
promptly. 
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